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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

Not only did the 
weather gods comply 
during the Spring For-
est Field Day season — 
with only one 20-min-
ute sprinkling of rain 
during the entire nine 
days — there were 18 
new volunteers to help 

teach nearly 1,350 stu-
dents and their parent 
chaperones from 11 area 
schools the basics of for-
est health and manage-
ment. 

And not only do they 
learn about forestry 
while building math and 

science skills through 
the Forest Field Days 
(FFD) program, the 
middle-school students 
also develop critical 
thinking and citizenship 
skills.  

Based on the scenario 
of a family inheriting a 

Another fine Forest Field Days!

Shasta MS teacher Jill (RW) Robinson-Wolgamott leads students into 
the Blue Sky Learning Meadow at the Bauman Tree Farm for their For-
est Field Day. 

Weyerhaeuser Forester Jack Spindler teaches in the timber.

Students use all their senses when learning to identify soils.

200-acre tree farm from 
“Grandma Petersen”, the 
curricula requires the 
kids to work in ‘family” 
groups of four to build 
a five-year management 
plan for ‘their’ property. 
There is Alex, whose 
goal is to make money; 
Chris, who’s focus is on 
having fun; Kelly, the 
science buff concerned 
about plants and animal 
habitat: and Sam, who 
wants to keep riparian 
zones healthy for fish. 

During the field day, 
students rotate through 
four stations – timber, 
soil & water, wildlife 
and recreation – gath-
ering data they’ll need 
back in the classroom 
when they build their 
plans. Timber must be 
harvested sustainably, 
taxes paid, soil, water 
and wildlife protected, 
and public recreation 
considered. And, ac-
cording to “Grandma’s” 
will, selling the land is 

not a choice. They must 
reach a consensus. 

It is an experience 
that comes with some 
“intense” discussion, as 
students explore their 
options, apply what 
they’ve learned and 
come to agreement on 
the future of ‘their’ land, 
says Shasta teacher Val 
Michalenko. 

Like real-life. It’s a 
common and complex 
scenario in Oregon, 
with its 30 million acres 
of forest. One many 
kids may not have had 
a chance to understand, 
without a Forest Field 
Day. 

And not least of all, 
the kids meet people 
who work in, care for, 
and care about, our 
forests. They gather 
in Florence, Crow and 
Lebanon, and they are 
professional foresters 
and family forest own-
ers. They are wildlife 
biologists, hydrologists, 



Our 2012 Spring For-
est Field Day Volun-
teers
*BLM
Mike Kinsey
Jan Robbins
Rudy Weidenbeck
Joe Lynch
Teresa Coble
Dan Crannel
*Giustina Land & Tim-
ber
Mark Giustina
Cary Hart
Jarred Simmons
*Intl. Paper
Allison Wade
Carolyn Wesolek
Mathew West
Ken Moseley
*Oregon Dept. of For-
estry
Darrel Speisscheart 
(retired) 
Jordon Ryder (retired)
Bob Johnson

Cynthia Orlando
Robin Biesecker
Delos Devine 
Jim Cathcart
Paul Clements
Brian Aurdahl
*OSU Extension
Steve Bowers
Robin Galloway
*Roseburg Resources
Robert Huselton
Dave Cramsey
*Seneca-Jones Timber 
Co.
Bill Wynkoop
Kevin Tuers
Ashley Bridges
Mike Emmons
Greg Willie
Ted Reiss
Mike Jones
*Siuslaw S&W District
    Seth Mead
Abegail DeYoung
Kevin Carroll
*Siuslaw Watershed 

Council
Liz Vollmer-Buhl
Abegail DeYoung 
*Small Woodlands As-
soc.
Maryrae Thomson
Tom Bauman
Sara Leiman
Dick Beers
Ron Gilson
Karen Gilson
Rita Adams
Nancy MacKay
Dave Rankin
Dianne Rankin
Marilyn Pershing
John Pershing
*Talk About Trees
Jane Holloway
Val Kime
Leslie Bradner
*Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany
Steve Cafferata (retired)
Mike Atkinson (retired) 
Denise Lindly

Mike McDowell
Mike Payne
Steve Swanson
Joel Clark
Jeff Yost
Jay Christensen
John Van Cleave
Jerry Workman
Jess Laney
Jeff Mehlschau
Scott Marlega
Denis Van Winkle
Dana Cunningham
Cara Burns
*USFS
Pat Barnes (retired)
Jim Ewing
Susan O’Donohue
Rick DeSantis
*And more… 
Daryl Ryder, Artist
Joann Napier, Artist
Richard Huff, Logger
Sally Valsallo, OSU 
Forestry
Harvey Christensen, 

NW Timber Consulting
Dan Baker, Baker & As-
sociates
Danny Bivens, General 
Trailer
Ray Hewitt, Retired 
Forester
Sue Bowers, Forester/
Educator
Ron Leonard, Educator 
(retired)
Amanda Rau, Forester
Jim Hallstrom, Zip-O-
Logs 
Dick Powell, Starker 
Forests
Brian Murray, Cascade 
Timber  
Dale Claassen, Swan-
son Group
Shelly Johns, Woodland 
owner
Jeff Jones, Habitat for 
Humanity
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Betty Udell and her granddaughter, Christie 
Sallee Tye, visit the May 16th Forest Field Day 
at their Happy Valley Tree Farm. 

Members of the Corvallis Oregon Trail Scouting group explore the tree farm during the first 
Camporee held at the Bauman’s.  

PO Box 1B • Eugene, OR 97440 

For more information,  
please see our web site:

www.foreststodayandforever.org

and recreationists. Loggers, truck driv-
ers, teachers, business owners, managers, 
and college students. And they are simply 
people who love forests and kids, and who 

understand the importance of the work. 
They give their time and expertise, their 

patience and humor, sometimes through 
pouring rain, late buses, rapid-fire rota-

tions and the rambunctious excitement of 
12-year olds in the woods. 

We cannot thank them enough for help-
ing make Forest Field Days a reality. 



As FT&F’s Program De-
velopment & Outreach Co-
ordinator, Lindsay Reaves 
has been busy refining proce-
dures and policies, as well as 
developing avenues to meet 
our goal of promoting forest 
stewardship through educa-
tion. One of those avenues 
is a fledgling intern program 
designed to provide real-
world experience for the stu-
dent, while contributing their 
knowledge and energies to 
our programs. 

This spring, three students 
from the University of Or-
egon and three students from 
the Rachel Carson Center for 
Natural Resources program 
at Churchill High School as-
sisted with our Forest Field 
Days. The following are com-
ments from UO students Mi-
chele Rau, who spent the past 
six months working with Reaves 
as FT&F’s first full term in-
tern, and Rebecca Martin, who 
trained and volunteered for For-
est Field Days at the Bauman 
Tree Farm.

As a double major in En-
vironmental Studies and 
Planning, Public Policy & 
Management I am particu-
larly interested in making the 
connection between policy 
makers and scientists. Since 
stumbling across the intern-
ship posting for Forests To-
day and Forever (FTF) I have 
learned a great deal about the 

nonprofit world and forestry 
in Oregon. 

I have observed the com-
plicated interrelationships 
between landowners, federal 
and state agencies, local gov-
ernment, the interested pub-
lic and nonprofits like FTF. I 
know it takes a full concerted 
effort to protect the places we 
care about, like the Bauman 
Family Tree Farm. I have also 
learned that running a non-
profit requires the same kind 
of collaboration throughout 
the community. 

FTF is fortunate to have 
a wide array of community 
supporters who help make 
the organization possible. I 
have been exposed to various 
partners such as the Oregon 
Forest Resources Institute, 
Linn Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District, and the Oregon 
State Forestry Department, 
which have all contributed 
toward my understanding of 
responsible forestry. I am very 
thankful for my experience 
and the opportunity to learn 
about a working tree farm and 
the behind the scenes efforts 
to make it all happen. 

I have developed a new 
framework for understand-
ing the environment around 
me and the kind of passion 
that nonprofits inspire. I hope 
to find more positions in the 
future that nurture the rela-
tionship between community, 

July 12 —Teacher Tour to the Bauman 
Tree Farm & the Seneca Cogeneration 
Plant.

Aug. 11—Architects Alliance of Lon-
don classes on sustainable forestry at the 
Bauman’s.

Sept. 6 –  (Tentative Date) Forest Field 
Day’s 20th Anniversary Celebration 

Oct. 4-5  — Fall Forest Field Days with 
Pleasant Hill & Briggs middle schools. 

This year, Forest Field Days 
turned 20 years old, and we’d like to 
celebrate! Instead of our traditional 
Annual Meeting & Volunteer Ap-
preciation Luncheon, we’re working 
on something a little more festive, 
such as a late afternoon open house 

at the Bauman Tree Farm — so 
our supporters can see how things 
have progressed since 2007 — fol-
lowed by a social gathering at Sweet 
Cheeks Winery. We are looking at 
early September, and we’ll keep you 
posted!

Coming up!  FFD is 20!

Building for the future  

UO Environmental Leadership students Rebecca Martin, left, and Olga 
Slivka, talk with Lindsay Reaves during a break between leading stu-
dents on the recreation trail.   

environment and policy.
Michele Rau

Environmental Studies 
and Planning, 

Public Policy & Manage-
ment, UO

“I’m so glad Olga and I 
were able to help out and get 
a feel for environmental edu-
cation. I have been wondering 
if that was an avenue I would 
like to take, and I must say I’m 
more interested in it now after 
seeing how receptive the kids 

were. Thank you again for the 
opportunity.

I hope our paths cross at 
some point in the future, best 
of luck with your non-profit 
development, you’ve got such 
a great thing going.” 

Rebecca Martin
Stream Stewardship Team 

2012    
Environmental Leadership 
Program, UO



Each year at the end of every Forest Field Day 
season, we find there are people and businesses 
who’ve just ‘stepped up’ to take care of something 
that was needed. Often, it’s accompanied by a quiet 
statement such as, “It’s for the kids.” or simply, “It’s 
important.” 

This year is no different, and we at FT&F ex-
tend our sincerest appreciations to the following:

Cascade Timber Consulting for two loads of 
rock to assure a solid bus turnaround at the Udell’s 
Happy Valley Tree Farm.  

Don & Shirley Kling of Conser Quarry for 
rocking the road to the Blue Sky Learning Mead-
ow at the Bauman’s.

Chvatal Orthodontics for a $400 contribution 
toward transportation, allowing Cal Young stu-
dents extended learning time at the tree farm. 

Organically Grown for the gift of apples and 
strawberries for those fine volunteers to lunch 
upon.

And we cannot forget our hosts — the Hun-
tingtons, the Udells & Sallees, and the Bauman/
Reaves families — for preparing and sharing their 
lands with a multitude of people in the name of 
forestry education. Nor Dave and Dianne Rankin, 
retired educators and small woodland owners who 
have been coordinating the Siuslaw Forest Field 
Days for the past seven years. 

Again… we thank you all! 

A home school group strikes a pose on Sir Edward, named in memory of volun-
teer extraordinaire Norman Edward Vogt, during a recent day of forest explora-
tion and lessons at the Bauman tree farm. 

We thank you all… 

Oaklea Middle School in Junction 
City has been attending Forest Field 
Days for more than a decade.  The fol-
lowing are some thoughts science teach-
er Ralph Davies and his students have 
shared about what the experience means 
to them.

 “The opportunity for our sixth graders 
to leave the four walls of Oaklea Middle 
School comes in the Spring of each year,” 
Davies says. “Through Forest Field Days, 

our students culminate an intense study 
of Oregon’s forests and wildlife with their 
visit to Bauman’s family farm. A place 
where Oaklea’s students are greeted by 
experienced foresters who spend the next 
five hours allowing students a hands-on 
pedagogical experience. An experience 
which includes:  forest diversity, soil 
types, erosion, and recreational use of 
Oregon’s forests. 

Some of our student comments were:

“Amazing!” “It all makes sense how 
each piece does their part.”

“It was like we were in the middle of 
nowhere exploring for the first time” “I 
like the hands-on approach to teaching.” 
“I would rate it a 9 out of 10.”

“Again, Oaklea sends their thanks to 
Forest Today & Forever, who does an 
awesome job in facilitating, for creating 
an opportunity to impact our students 
and their future.”

A FFD perspective from the classroom

Forests Today & Forever
Program Coordinator LaRae Ash

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  
For more information, please see our web site: www.foreststodayandforever.org 

Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or email at coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org


